
Issue #2: Tree Preservation and Planting 
Description of Issue 
Research shows that the benefits trees provide to communities are extensive 
and range from environmental to economic. Zoning rules impact the number of 
trees in our community and we want to make sure our community has a healthy 
tree canopy that provides protection from the sun and rain, helps with storm 
water runoff, and improves people’s health.  
 
In addition, according to the EPA, climate change will result in more extreme 
heat days. Specifically, in 70 years Iowa is likely to have 10 to 20 more days per 
year with temperatures above 95° F than it has today. Extreme heat events 
disproportionately affect urban areas. Moreover, children, the elderly, the sick, 
and the poor are the most vulnerable to the negative health impacts of extreme 
heat, which include heat stroke, dehydration, as well as impacts on 
cardiovascular and nervous systems. Trees can help to reduce the urban heat 
island effect, and planting trees now can help to address rising temperatures 
and extreme heat days. 
 
Therefore, as part of ReZone we will be reviewing the City’s current rules 
related to street trees and on-site planting of trees as part of development 
projects.  

What approaches interest you? 
Possible Approach Interested Not Interested 

Require street trees every 30 feet for 
new commercial and multi-family  
development, instead of the current 
standard of every 40 feet, to help create 
tree-lined streets 

Increase the minimum street trees 
required for single-family residential lots 
to more than the current requirement of 
1 tree per lot to help create tree-lined 
streets 

Increase the number of trees required in 
parking lot landscaping 

Review on-site tree planting and tree 
mitigation requirements to ensure 
enhanced tree canopy and protect 
mature trees 

Relationship to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, EnvisionCR 
 

Guiding Principles • Create a healthy and desirable place to live. 
• Connect all parts of the city. Integrate land uses and encourage pedestrian-scaled design.  
 
 

Goals 
• StrengthenCR Goal 2. Improve the quality and identify of neighborhoods and key corridors.  
• ConnectCR Goal 4. Improve the function and appearance of our key corridors.  
• GreenCR Goal 1. Be stewards for the environment, promoting economic and social growth while restoring the 

relationship between the city and the natural environment.  
 
 
 
 

Example of a tree-lined street with a robust tree canopy.  

Example of a lack of tree protection during construction.  
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